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to understand what this Congress stands for. My life is at your
disposal. The lives of all the members of the Working Committee,
the All-India Congress Committee, are at your disposal. But re-
member that you have at your disposal the lives of all these dumb
millions. I do not want to sacrifice those lives if I can possibly help
it. Therefore please remember that I will count no sacrifice too
great if by chance I can pull through an honourable settlement.
You will find me always having the greatest spirit of compro-
mise if I can but fire you with the spirit that is working in the Con-
gress, namely, that India must have real liberty. Call it by any
name you like; a rose will smell as sweet by any other name, but
it must be the rose of liberty that I want and not the artificial
product. If your mind and the Congress mind, the mind of this
Conference and the mind of the British people> mean the same
thing by the same word, then you will find the amplest room for
compromise, and will find the Congress itself always in a com-
promising spirit. But so long as there is not that one mind, that one
definition, not one implication for the same word that you and I
and we may be using, so long there is no compromise possible.
How can there be any compromise so long as we each one of us
has a different definition for the same words that we may be using.
It is impossible, Prime Minister, I want to suggest to you in all
humility that it is utterly impossible then to find a meeting ground,
to find a ground where you can apply the spirit of compromise.
And I am very grieved to have to say that up to now I have
not been able to discover a common definition for the terms that
we have been exchanging during all these weary weeks.

I was shown last week the Statute of Westminster by a scep-
tic, and he said: "Have you seen the definition of cDominion3 ?"
I read the definition of 'Dominion*, and naturally I was not at
all perplexed or shocked to see that the word "Dominion3 was
exhaustively defined, and it has not a general definition but a parti-
cular definition. It simply said: the word "Dominion3 shall include
Australia, South Africa, Canada and so on, ending with the
Irish Free State. I do not think I noticed Egypt there. Then he
said: "Do you see what your Dominion means?" It did not
make any impression upon me. I do not mind what my Domi-
nion means or what Complete Independence means. In a way
I was relieved. I said I am now relieved from having to quarrel
about the word 'Dominion9, because I am out of it. But I want
Complete Independence, and even so, so many Englishmen have
said: "Yes, you can have Complete Independence, but what is the
meaning of Complete independence5?" And again we come to